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Dawahares | KHSAA Hall of Fame Nomination Form A . 403
Information about Nominee
Name: Melvin Potton Chandler, Sr. .
ls the nominee deceased? (circle) YES @
(if nominee is not deceased, please fill out address information below)
Address: 125 Hickory Place
City, State, Zip Corbin, Kentucky 40701
Phone (list day and night) 606-528-6352 (office) 606-523-0885 (home)

Information about person making nomination (list “self” if self-nominating)

Name: Mel Chandler, Jr.

Address: 122 Hickory Place

City, State, Zip Corbin, KY 40701

Phone (list day and night) 606-528-6352 and 606-528-8724

Important information Needed for ALL Nominees. This information is important fo the
Sefection Process in helping to ensure that the desired objectives with regard to the
consideration of nominees and the induction process is satisfied. (Application wilf

. not be accepted without this information)
Plegsertiet-the primary category of nomination (circle)—

/ PLAYER ™ COACH OFFICIAL CONTRIBUTOR
\ /
Birth Date of Nominee August 24, 1940
Sex (circle one) ( Male ) Female
R
Is the nominee a minority (African American Y N
and others) as defined in 2(c ) es S
i this person is being nominated as a Coach, please complete the following additional
information-

Coached at which High School(s)

Year of Retirement |

Primary KHSAA basketball region as
defined in 2(b)

(over for remainder of application)




If this person is being nominated as an Athlete, please complete the following additional
information-

High School Attended Corbin High School

Graduation Year 1958

Primary KHSAA basketball region as

defined in 2(b) Region 13, Section 4

If this person is being nominated as an Official, please complete the following additional
information-

Primary Officiating
Accomplishments at the
High School Level

For persons being nominated in all categories, please complete the following additional
information

Please summarize this person’s accomplishments as a coach, player, official or contributor at
the high school level in Kentucky.

Mel Chandler, Sr. played 3 years of football at Corbin during a time that they had an Undefeated Season, State
Championship Title and a Runner Up Team. As a Senior, he led the Redhounds in tackles and was a dominating
blocker on their State Runner-up Team. Opposing coaches would describe him as one of the best defensive
lineman they had ever faced and would design their offense to stay away from his side of the field. Meivin
received honors for All-Conference, All-State, All-Southern and Ali-American. He was selected o play in the
East-West Kentucky All-Star game as well as the Whisman East-West All-American Game where he played both
ways and caught the eves of several college coaches before accepting a scholarship from the University of
Kentucky where he started both ways for 3 years under Coach Blanton Collier. Melvin helped lead both of those
talented teams io a victory.

Please list any other factors about this individual that you would like for the Hall of Fame
Commitiee to consider.

Melvin is still considered one of, if not the best, all-time linemen as well as one of the best over all players to play
at Corbin High School which has produced some of the state’s best football players. Melvin was inducted into
the Redhound Varsity Club’s Inaugural Hall of Fame Class with the likes of the Bird Brothers, Roy Kidd, Frank
Selvey and several outstanding and highly noted athletes . While not receiving many collegiate honors, coaches
and teammates st UK also consider him to be one of the most fierce competitors for his size to play for UK. One
might hear his name mentioned by Cawood Ledford during UK football broadcasts as late as the eighties as
Cawood would describe the determination and competitiveness of a player.

While Melvin is well know for his work on the field, he is also well respectad for his work off the field. After
graduating from UK, he entered the field of education and spent time coaching at Middlesboro, Williamsburg,
Corbin and Richmond Madison before moving into education. Melvin was well respected by both his players and
teachers who keep in touch and comment on him often. After leaving education to start a construction company,
Melvin was instrumental in starting the Redhound Varsity Club to help support and fund athletics in the Corbin
school system. He volunteered hours of his time as well has his company’s resources {0 help build a new track
and basebaill field at Corbin High School. He remains a Board of Director for the Club and continues to support all
athletics in the Tri-County.

I certify that | have truthfully completed this information about the nominee with the permissicn of the
nominee, that he/she will accept induction If selected, and | will cooperate with the KHSAA should
aiditiomal information be needed for his/her consideration.

Signature A4 - / o Name (print) ﬂ)é/ /é&mg[cr— 3; Date /0/2'5“/63"7




Attach any relevant press clippings and materials which would verify coaching win-loss
records, or other statistical information. Also attach any other letfers of recommendation of
other information which may be helpful fo the commitiee in making a final selection.




Mel Chandler, Jr.
122 Hickory Place
Corbin, Kentucky 40701
606-528-8724 Home
606-215-1184 Cell

October 25, 2607

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
Attn: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40505

Subject: Hall of Fame Nomination for Melvin Chandler, Sr.
To Whom It May Concern:

Please find the enclosed Nomination Forms, Reference Letters and Corbin Times Tribune
articles written by Jim Lee Crawford, Editor.

There are not a lot of stats available for Mel, Sr. but the honors he earned speak volumes
about the type of high school player he was. Not only did he earn a spot in the Kentucky
East-West All-Star game, he was given the opportunity to play in the Fast-West All-
American game played in Memphis, TN with players such as Lance Alworth, Merlin
Olsen and several other notables. Mel was one of only two players from Kentucky
selected to play in the All-American game. The other was Bob Butler, Madisonville,
who later became roommates and played together at the University of Kentucky.

Please feel free to contact me should you have any regarding this nomination.
Sincerely,
b )

Mel Chandler, Jr.



Don Estep, Publisher

It is all about Where You Live!

October 1, 2007

To: KHSAA Hall of Fame Selection Committee

I've asked several of my friends who have followed Corbin High School football for
many years who is the best lineman ever to play for the Redhounds. The answer every
time was Mel Chandler. I agree and that includes greats like Tommy Adkins, Keith
Hutson, and Jesse Grant. Iwatched him play throughout his high school and college
careers,

It was the best of times for Corbin football when Mel played. The Redhounds were
either winning state championships or in the running. They took on all challengers
including the Louisville and Lexington teams. Mel won honors as a high school All-
American. He was All-State and All Conference. He played in the Senior All-American
game in Memphis.

As a broadcaster at the University of Kentucky then, (I broadcast the games on the
UK radio station and also filled in for Cawood), I marveled at how good a lineman of
his size, about 220 1bs., was. He started four years at UK.

Mel was tough and had a little mean streak in him that made opponents fear his play.
But that was only on the field. Off the field he is one of the nicest individuals you will
ever meet. He has been successful as a coach, school administrator and businessman.

[ an honored to recommend Mel Chandler for the Kentucky High School Athletic
Assiociation Hall of Fame.

P.O. Box 1524 Corbin KY 40702 ¢ 606-528-9767 www.corbinnewsjournal.com



October 2, 2007

To Whom [t May Concern:
Subject: Melvin Chandler of Corbin, Kentucky

As a member of the KHSAA Hall of Fame, 1 would like to recommend
my friend and fellow teammate, Melvin Chandler of Corbin High
School, Corbin, Kentucky. | had the opportunity to play with Melvin
both at Corbin High School and the University of Kentucky. Melvin,
as a player was the one of the best Linemen that | played with, at
both situations Melvin was tough, hard working, consistent, as well
as a team player at all times. This is the way he played his football
game and now lives his life even after football. He is my friend
because of his great character. He is a very successfull business
man in Corbin as well as a great family man. Melvin, coming out of
High School was selected on the Wigwam All America Team as well
as chosen on the All State High School Football Team. Melvin was
the type of player that you wanted in the huddie with you because
you knew he was going to give it all he had on every play and most of
the time you were a winner because of having the kind of people like
Melvin on your side. | would choose Melvin because of his loyalty,
toughness and ability to get the job done. Melvinis a football player
that deserves to be in the Hall of Fame. | have never recommended
anyone for such an award, but | feel so strong that Melvin deserves
to be there, and that is why | am writing this letter to you. Please
give Melvin all the consideration you can for the Hall of Fame,
knowing that he is very deserving of this prestigious award.

Sincerely,

o

Calvin Bird
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